Saint Joseph County 4-H Shotgun
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Trap & Skeet

Basic Shotgun Safety Rules

1. Eye and ear protection MUST be worn at all times while at a shooting station.

2. Ear protection MUST be worn by all observers while shooting is taking place.

3. Firearms shall remain UNLOADED with actions open and in the rack or case until the firearm is taken to the line to shoot.

a. Pump shotguns and semi-automatics (auto-loaders) must have bolts open while in the rack or case.

b. Hinge (or break) actions must be confirmed unloaded by a leader and then may be closed while in a firearms rack or its case.

4. Firearms shall remain UNLOADED and with actions opened when shooters are moving to the line, from the line, and between shooting stations.  

5. Firearms shall have their actions opened at all shooting stations until the shooter is ready to shoot.

6. Shooters shall load only one shell when on the shooting station and ready to shoot. When shooting “doubles” in either trap or skeet, two shells may be loaded.

7. When a shooter is on the shooting station, ready to shoot, and a delay occurs, the firearm shall be opened and all shells removed from the firearm in a safe manor.

8. All ammunition must be target or light field loads of # 7½, # 8, or # 9 shot.

9. Reloaded ammunition may not be used in 4-H state shoots.

10. No spectator shall be allowed on the trap or skeet fields without the coach’s, instructor’s, referee’s, or Range Safety Officer’s permission. 

General Firearm Safety Rules

· ABOLUTELY NO HORSEPLAY WILL BE TOLERATED!

· Cardinal Rule: Always treat all firearms as if they are loaded, all the time.

· The four basic rules of firearm safety MUST be followed at ALL times.

· Always keep your firearm pointed in a safe direction

· Always keep your finger off the trigger until you are ready to shoot

· Always keep your action open and gun unloaded until ready to shoot

· Always know your target and what is beyond your target 

· Absolutely no alcohol or drugs will be brought onto club grounds by 4-H members, their parent(s), family members, or friends – ever!

The St. Joseph County Conservation & Sportsman Club, Inc. grounds and personnel, and 4-H Instructors and volunteers, shall be treated with respect at all times.

Safety First!


